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RISC Actions
● Held 14 meetings.
● Met with MDT and CCCs.
● Wrote letters to MDT and CCCs.
● Designed brochure.
● Developed website riscmt.com.
● Polled Roberts community.
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RISC Actions cont’d

CARBON COUNTY NEWS feature article
written by Mr. Alastair Baker and published on 

Thursday, March 5th, 2020.
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Roberts Community Survey

109 paper surveys
+58 online surveys
167 total surveys
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Lower the speed 
limit.

91.6%
Agree

Remove the 
center turn lane.

92.1%
Agree

Fill in the open ditches on both 
sides of the highway with 
buried drainage culverts.

92.1%
Agree



Lower the speed limit through Roberts to 35 MPH for 
community and visitor safety.
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Roberts is a community, 
not a speed bump on 

the way to Red Lodge.

Lower the speed 
limit.

91.6%
Agree



Speed Zone: 35 MPH
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Welcome to 
Roberts

Welcome to 
RobertsRoberts Townsite
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RISC proposes that the 35 MPH speed zone extend 
from welcome sign to welcome sign.



Speed Zone: 35 MPH + 55 MPH
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In consideration of slow-moving 
vehicles, RISC proposes 55 MPH 
speed zones outside the Roberts 

townsite.

north 
side

south 
side

RISC proposes that the 35 MPH speed zone extend 
from welcome sign to welcome sign.



MDT Speed Study Methodology
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Source: MDT website, 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionz
ero/roads/speedlimits.shtm.

Since most people drive---when 
there are no hazards to their own 

safety---at or a little above the posted 
speed limit, it is unlikely that a speed 

study in Roberts would result in 
anything other than maintaining a 

speed limit of 45 MPH which favors 
the drivers but not the community. 

Also, Montana Code requires that the 
county fund the speed study. So the 

speed study would be a waste of 
time and a waste of Carbon County 

taxpayer money.

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/roads/speedlimits.shtml
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/roads/speedlimits.shtml


Critics of the 85th Percentile Rule
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Source: Fast, Furious & Fatal: An Assessment of 
Speed-Setting Methodology in California, by Ribeka Toda.

{

We consider the 85th Percentile Rule 
to be not applicable for use in Roberts.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pQQTtQpjn2x-Dzi78tA4ddSiq9Mhk7dz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pQQTtQpjn2x-Dzi78tA4ddSiq9Mhk7dz/view
https://www.pexels.com/photo/time-lapse-photography-of-black-and-white-kouros-racing-car-971364/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/time-lapse-photography-of-black-and-white-kouros-racing-car-971364/


MDT Response to Speed Limit Issue

riscmt.com

RISC 
Request

1/29/2020

MDT 
Response
2/28/2020

A speed study would work in Roberts if the posted speed limit were 35 MPH during the speed 
study, but the speed study would still be a waste of Carbon County taxpayer money.



Remove the center turn lane, leaving thru-traffic 
where it currently is and leaving the existing wide 
shoulders as a buffer on both sides for buggies, 
bikes, farm vehicles, businesses, and pedestrians.
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Roberts has opposed 
the center turn lane 
since at least 2013.

Remove the 
center turn lane.

92.1%
Agree



Roberts Community Foundation Master Plan
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Roberts Community Foundation Master Plan
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Roberts has 
opposed the 
center turn 

lane since at 
least 2013.
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Why we need lower speeds & wide shoulders.

https://pixabay.com/photos/amish-people-joe-keim-amish-country-1036327/
https://pixabay.com/photos/amish-people-joe-keim-amish-country-1036327/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/56380734@N05/5527323512
https://www.flickr.com/photos/56380734@N05/5527323512
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5082163
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5082163
https://www.needpix.com/photo/66120/atv-cold-off-road-road-snow-terrain-vehicle-travel-free-photos
https://www.needpix.com/photo/66120/atv-cold-off-road-road-snow-terrain-vehicle-travel-free-photos
https://www.flickr.com/photos/joebaz/6798301419
https://www.flickr.com/photos/joebaz/6798301419
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Source: THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
September 19, 2019.

We don’t want a fatality!

About 20 miles west of Lansing, Michigan



MDT Response to Turn Lane Issue
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RISC 
Request

1/29/2020 MDT 
Response
2/28/2020



Fill in the open ditches on both sides of the highway 
with buried drainage culverts to facilitate pedestrian 
walkways, safety, aesthetics, and access to the 
Veteran memorials.
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Roberts asked for curbs 
and gutters. Instead we 
now have canyon-sized 

ditches.

Fill in the open ditches on both 
sides of the highway with 
buried drainage culverts.

92.1%
Agree
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Roberts Community Foundation Letters



riscmt.com

Roberts Community Foundation Letters
Roberts has 

been asking for 
curb and gutter 

for 20 years.



MDT Environmental Assessment (2008)

riscmt.com

west 
side

east 
side

The 
conceptual 

diagram from 
2008 shows 
no ditch on 

the west side.



Roberts West Drainage

riscmt.com

The west ditch may 
not be needed due 
to the new Roberts 

West Drainage.

MDT should 
reassess the 

drainage needs.

Why didn’t MDT 
construct this ditch 
west of Roberts in 

the first place?



MDT Environmental Assessment (2008)
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west 
side

east 
side

The 
conceptual 

diagram 
from 2008 
shows only 
a shallow 

ditch on the 
east side.



The ditches seem excessive.
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With deep ditches on both sides and three lanes of traffic,
Hyw 212 through Roberts is devoid of community.



Roberts needs room for community.
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RISC proposes a redesign that 
provides room for community.



This was Roberts before...
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...and this is Roberts now.
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How can we honor our Veterans?
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MDT Response to Ditches Issue
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RISC 
Request

1/29/2020

MDT 
Response
2/28/2020

RISC is grateful 
for MDT’s 

proposal to 
modify the east 

side, but we 
continue to ask, 
“What about the 

west side?”



Next Steps
RISC has reached the limits of local MDT authority.
          Time to seek help from state leaders.

You can help

● Write a letter to MDT and cc the state leaders.
● Encourage others to do the same.
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Roberts is almost 
out of time.

Spring
is nearly 
upon us.

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/the-eleventh-hour-time-to-rethink-3277762/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nevadito_derretido.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nevadito_derretido.jpg
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Questions?

Source: Community Master Plan, Roberts Community Foundation.



Y-Stop at Cooney Road
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The reconstructed road around the Y-Stop makes it more difficult for delivery 
trucks to navigate the Y-Stop and more difficult for Mr. Sanford Langager to 

reach the south side of his property.



Y-Stop at Cooney Road cont’d
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RISC 
Request

1/29/2020

MDT 
Response
2/28/2020



Crosswalks and Signage
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RISC 
Request

1/29/2020

MDT 
Response
2/28/2020

RISC advocates for the 
strategic placement of a 

third crosswalk.



Water Drainage to Irrigation Ditches
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RISC 
Request

1/29/2020

MDT 
Response
2/28/2020
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Shown above are the stormwater routings.
Why is stormwater routed east under Hwy 212 in two locations

only to be routed back to the west side?



Raising the Speed Limit is Not Allowed.
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Montana Code Annotated 2019
61-8-309.  Establishment of special speed zones and temporary special reduced speed limits -- engineering and traffic 

investigation. 

(b)  If a local authority requests the department of transportation or an engineer, as provided in subsection (1)(c)(i), to conduct an 
engineering and traffic investigation based on the belief that a speed limit on a highway under the jurisdiction of the department of 
transportation is greater than is reasonable or safe, the commission may not increase the speed limit under consideration as a result of the 
investigation.

(c)  (i)  A local authority may request at its own expense that an engineering and traffic investigation be completed by a licensed 
professional engineer selected from a list compiled and approved by a committee as provided in subsection (1)(c)(ii).

                      https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0610/chapter_0080/part_0030/section_0090/0610-0080-0030-0090.html

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0610/chapter_0080/part_0030/section_0090/0610-0080-0030-0090.html

