
3/19/20

Director of MDT
PO Box 201001
Helena, MT 59620-1001

Dear Mike Tooley, 

     I am writing to you concerning the US Highway 212 project in the Roberts, MT area. I am a 
property owner along HWY 212, a mile or so up the road toward Red Lodge on the west side 
from Roberts. There seems to be multiple construction issues with the project in Roberts 
continuing up the road to Red Lodge, and I find it quite interesting that community input is 
never taken seriously by MDT. I have been discussing the HWY 212 project with MDT and 
people that MDT hire for almost 20 YEARS! In fact, I just met with my attorney, an MDT 
attorney and 2 others within the MDT umbrella, and I feel like we are no further along with 
them understanding my concerns than we were 20 years ago. It’s like beating your head 
against a brick wall. They just don’t care. The people making the decisions for this project DO 
NOT live in this area, and are funded by us taxpayers who should have a say in how this 
affects the people and community of this area. 

     For all of these years, at every meeting that I have known about, I have been fighting for 
myself and voicing common sense for the people that live on the west side of this
highway. Many property owners on the west side have buildings that are very close to 
the highway already and do not want it any closer. On the east side of the highway is an 
old railroad bed right of way that was abandoned and bought back by some land owners. The 
east side of the highway, for the most part, does not have any close buildings/houses/ 
expensive to replace property improvements like the west side does. This is the case for 
almost the entire 13 miles from Roberts to Red Lodge. Evidently the railroad bed was listed as 
a historically important landmark, but that listing was removed by the Montana Historical 
Society back in 2017. Which is funny, because my brother has found arrowheads and a motar 
and pestle that was left behind from the American Indians from hundreds of years ago on the 
west side of the highway. MDT has taken the historical significance of the railroad into great 
“political” consideration in planning the highway. So with their plans and many complaints from 
the landowners that are greatly affected, they are still planning to continue to expand the 
highway to the west side instead of expanding entirely to the east side where there is more 
room. I can not even guess the cost of their decision. Many are seeking lawyers, which gets 



super expensive for MDT reimbursing attorney fees, trickling down to the taxpayers. A major 
natural gas line that followed along the highway on the west side from Roberts was rerouted 
and a new line was placed coming up the east side, along with a new gas house. Also, this 
area has been surveyed so many times that it has been a local joke of, “They are at it again...” 
Expensive!! Our particular driveway entrance to our house has been scrutinized for many 
years because of the expense of fixing it after they destroy it—how much closer it will move the 
highway to our pole barn and house, along with the possibility of affecting our utilities because 
of where they are buried. This has caused me a great deal of stress over the years because of 
my concern of them ripping out my pole fence, decorative rock, mailbox, rock pillars (which are 
growing lovely moss) electricity to the lights on top of the rock pillars, underground watering 
system, and iron wheel gates, all of which are deeply sentimental to me because of my family 
members who built them and installed everything are no longer with us. Not to mention the 
time and effort we spent figuring out the layout and visual curb appeal of it all. Going to the 
east side with the road expansion seems like obvious common sense, and SO many people 
agree with us because they are in the same boat! 

Roberts Project: Many people are very concerned about the highway project in Roberts itself. 
We do not like the idea of having a turning lane and the continuation of a passing lane 
coming out of Roberts, fading out above where our house sits at 8057 US HWY 212. It seems 
it would be much smarter to keep the wide shoulders that are currently there to accommodate 
bikers, pedestrians and our new Amish community. I also can’t picture pedestrians trying to 
cross the highway with traffic coming from both directions at 45 mph and avoiding a possible 
car coming down the turning lane also. The Amish will be traveling along these shoulders 
several time a day, risking their lives. MDT IS NOT considering lowering the speed limit to 
35mph, which is what the community wants overwhelmingly. The buildings in Roberts, 
especially the west side are right on the highway, much closer than the buildings and houses in 
neighboring Joliet. Joliet has a speed limit of 35. A lower speed limit through our town is 
needed. We have kids and other pedestrians crossing for various reasons. Roberts has 
buildings just as close to the road as any other local town, and no official space to walk. Is our 
safety not as important because we aren’t incorporated? Along with no place to walk, we are 
very concerned about the very steep ditches/barrow pits for vehicles that leave the 
road. There has been at least one fatality in the previous barrow pit (which was much less 
steep) in the town of Roberts which will likely increase with the steep ditches that are in place. 
These ditches need to be covered and an area for walking created (so people aren’t walking 
on the highway) along with an area for the Veterans crosses, flags and dog tags. So many 
community members have worked so hard to make this Veterans project a reality...it would be 
a stab to the heart if we couldn’t put them out along the highway anymore. So many people 
and businesses donated time, energy and materials for this project to happen. MDT suggested 



that we stick the crosses, flags and dog tags into hay bales that sit at the bottom of the ditch to 
display them! No thank you! We were so honored when Governor Bullock came here and 
commended Roberts on the work that they put into this veterans project and that 
Senator Steve Daines saw to it that Roberts was recognized with a Congressional 
Record for honoring and memorializing our Veterans! This is part of Roberts’ identity now! 
My father happened to be one of the veterans that the Governor met and spoke to that day 
and that the media featured. I can not believe that MDT did not take this project into 
consideration while constructing this road! The construction project last summer and fall in 
Roberts was a horrible mess. We are amazed at the visual impact. Roberts looks completely 
different with the loss of huge amazing trees, a new community of camper trailers and 
equipment along with huge piles of dirt and rocks. Should this road construction crew be in 
business? Yikes, what a rough summer it was for everyone that had to endure the construction
—some losing their vehicles in the pot holes— and others that had to go miles out of their way 
to avoid it. It’s not over yet! More to come! The MDT should not only be considering locals 
opinions on the roads they are creating, but thinking about fully completing projects 
before starting new ones. The Laurel, MT highway project looks complete, but it is not. It is 
quite dangerous with traffic going in and out of 2 lanes vs 4 divided, making it dangerous, as 
we have already seen—it is fatal. We often prefer to take the old highway, and I see many 
others that do also. Historically our community members have not been listened to in spite of 
their objections to elements of this highway project. Specifically, speed limit, turning lane vs 
keeping the shoulder, safety issues, very steep ditches, where to put our veterans crosses and 
dog tags, a safe area for people to walk near HWY 212 in Roberts, and their insistence of 
coming to the west side instead of the east side of the road all the way to Red Lodge. 

We are so glad that some community members formed a RISC committee (Roberts HWY 212 
Improvement and Safety Committee) to take these issues on. We definitely need to see these 
problems remedied and want you to know how upset this community is with MDT. 

Sincerely, 

Erika Binando 


